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made to extricate the garrisons Near Melilla Abd-el-
Krim halted. Even the Riffis had weaned of the
slaughter *I became tired of cutting throats/ an ac-
quaintance of mine told me
One can understand disaster overtaking the Spani-
ards in the mountains, but from the military point of
view the fact that an army equipped with modern
weapons, however badly led and organized, could not
defend itself in the fiat, open country in the neighbour-
hood of MeHla is astonishing to a degree and testifies
to the completeness of the Riffian triumph
On July 23rd General Berenguer arrived by sea at
Melilla to find the broken remnants of the army already
entering the city, and he had his work cut out to organize
defence. Between July i8th and July 23rd, some
18,000 Spanish youths had been massacred and the
Riff lost to Spain No greater tragedy has occurred in
African military history
The effect of this disaster in the Peninsula was far-
reaching National pride was at stake, it is true, and
many people felt that the honour of Spain must be
vindicated, but on the other hand the Moroccan ad-
venture had never been really popular, and losses on
such a scale meant that the sound of mourning echoed
in many homes On August 4th the government fell,
and it was some days before a new one could be formed
Meanwhile General Berenguer, whose attitude had
been calm and dignified, worked out a new plan of
campaign, and on its being approved, sallied out from
Melilla. This time military precautions were not neg-
lected and the lost territory was gradually regained,
though the fact that it took a year and a half to re-
establish the position more or less as it had been before